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ROLEPLAY 
My Safest Place! 

SIMPSON 
Are you crazy? 

KARLIN 
What do you mean am I crazy? 

SIMPSON 
During an earthquake, you would run outside? 

KARLIN 
Yes, I would! 

SIMPSON 
I can’t believe it! 

KARLIN 
Well, it’s not like the sky is falling!  We live in a rural area, there are no tall 
buildings or anything.  A tree might fall, but if all you’re looking for is trees, 
I’d feel much safer outside than in a house that might fall on me! 

SIMPSON 
Well, maybe you have something there.  I grew up in a big city, so I would 
never think of running outside, but you may be right about that.  What safe 
place would you run to if someone was trying to abduct you? 

KARLIN 
Oh!  That makes my stomach queasy.  You keep hearing about those 
things on the news.  It’s awful.  I don’t know where I’d go.  It depends on 
where I was at the time.  If I was home alone and someone broke in, I’d 
probably try to get out.  If I was on the street, I’d probably run to my martial 
arts school.  If I was far from home — I don’t know.   

SIMPSON 
You have to be more creative than that! 

KARLIN 
What do you mean? 

SIMPSON 
You have to close your eyes and pretend you’re somewhere, and then 
think of a safe place that isn’t the usual or the ordinary, you know? 
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KARLIN 
Oh.  You mean, like if there’s an earthquake, I could maybe slip into the 
cement cave in the garage of our house? 

 
SIMPSON 

What cave?  Yes, a cave!  Great! 
 

KARLIN 
And if someone tries to abduct me, I could use one of the martial arts 
techniques we’ve used — distract the would-be abductor by being clever, 
or walking away, and then hide behind bushes, or run in the opposite 
direction that the abductor would expect, or run to someone’s house and 
yell for help — or run as fast as I can to the police station! 
 

SIMPSON 
Yeah!  Those are great ideas! 
 

KARLIN 
Where would you go? 
 

SIMPSON 
Me?  Well, our house has a hidden basement no one knows about.  Well, 
you know about it now, but no one else does.  I wouldn’t tell anyone I don’t 
know about it.  And I would run anywhere there are lots of people and hide 
among the people!  I’ve seen that in movies, and that always seems to 
work! 
 

KARLIN 
Wow.  Maybe we should get a bunch of kids together and make a huge 
chart called “Safe Places” and keep a running list! 
 

SIMPSON 
That’s a very cool idea!  We could put up a chart in school, and make 
copies for kids to take home. 
 

KARLIN 
We could put up a chart at the community center — or at the grocery 
store, or anyplace a lot of people go. 

 
SIMPSON 

Let’s get started! 
 

KARLIN 
I’m with you! 
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